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INFO  QCT-@1 /046 W
. R 2712502 SEP 70 : SRR
FM AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH

TO: SECSTATE WASHDC 2058 CABLE SECRETARIAT ROUTING: EXDIS,
WHITE: HOUSE BACKGROUND USE ONLY: FILE CS/RF,
| | o DCI (orig), D/DCI, DDP,_SDO, D/OCI,
- o D/ONE, c¢/_F< /£§§§g& Cl&vi
§ E C R E T PHNOM PENH 2587 - DJOER. - ,

EXDIS

SUBJ+ VISIT OF: SIR.ROBERT THOMPSON! TO (CAMBODIA

B T, %!R ROBERT" THOMPSON' AND DESMOND: PALMER VISITED PHNOM:

.. pENH SEPTEMBER 25<26. THEY WERE RECEIVED BY LON:NOL»
7  WERE BRIEFED ON MILITARY SITUATION BY BRIGADIER GENERAL' SAK
SUTSAKANs VISITED FANK TRAINING CAMP AT KOMPALs MET WITH
BRIGADIER GENERAL PEAU' LIM VAR FOR REVIEW OF: PLANS!
FOR MOBILIZATION OF POPULATIONs AND HELD INDEPENDENT
MEETINGS WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR: ANTHONY WILLIAMS AND:
AUSTRALIAN CHARGE: MACK: WILLIAMSe IN RELATIVELY BRIEF

L. THIME OFFERED [ THINK THEY HAD ENOUGH EXPOSURE: TO FORM SOME
i {MPRESSIONS: WORTHi HEEDINGs AND THEY WILL'COMMUNICATE THESE:
M BIRECTLY TO: WHITE HOUSE' ON' THEIR RETURNe TH1S- }S BY WAY' OF AN
Y1 INTERIM REPORTo

: 20 CONVERSATION, NITH L_DN NQL,! TOOK A NOT %_bPEIC!AL.LY )
.. {NFDRMATIVE PATH DESPITE OUR EFFORTS TO FOCUS IT :ON gIR
 ROBERTYS INTERESTSo WE! RECEIVED SIR/ ROBERT, PALMERs LADD:
AND ME PRIVATELY' AND 'SPOKE ENTIRE TIME IN CAMBODIAN WITH
INTERPRETER INTO ENGLISH OF INDIFFERENT QUALITYe HE SROKE 'OF
HiS GRATITUDE FOR AMERIGAN ASSISTANCE) HIS' ANNQYANCE
THAT RELATIONS WITH THAT ' (FISHING VIOLATIONS' IN CAMBODIAN
B WATERS) AND. WITH .8OUTH VIETNAMESE {MILITARY ACTIONS ON CAMBODTAN
"\ FERRITORY WITHOUT CONSULTATION} ARE TROUBLED: ALTHOUGH IMPROVING
AND HIS CONCERN ABOUT EFFORTS OF "VIET=CONG TRAINED KHMER" 'TO:
PROSELYTTZE THE COUNTRYSIDEs WITH IT AlLs HOWEVER, HE:
{MBUED CONVERSATION WITH CHARACTERISTIC .CONFIDENCE THAT

socanit Tl
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gAMBODIANS"WILLfag'VngQRIOUS~COME?WHAT'HAYQ\AND HE ‘REFERRED
TWICZNTO FACT HE IS WAGING' A Psqpugws,WAR:rHsvusenvFRENcus-
PHRASE "GUERRE' POPULAIRE"), AS WE: LEFT) HE TOLD ‘ME: ‘Mg 'Wag
SOMEWHAT FATIGUED FROM "TRIP NORTH To VISIT TROOPS ON ROUTE :Six,

AND 1 SUSPECTVTHAT“COMBAT‘LDSSES?INVOLVEdeN“THAT OPERATION,

HOWEVER.PDSETIVEVfHE’QTHERMRETUQNSw-HAVE WETGHED HEAVILY ON
HIMe BUT THEY HAVE NOT DIMINISHED Hig CONFIDENCE IN ‘HIS: CAUSE.

30 THIS SENSE OF: CAMBODYA'S CONFIDENCE IN ULTIMATE: VICTORY
AND. JUSTICE OF 1TS:'CAuSE' 15 | BELIEVE THE. DOMINANT' IMPRESSION
WHICH, AFTER FURTHER. BRIEFINGS, CONVERSATIONS, AND VISITg,
SIR ROBERT TOOKsAWAY,wer*HIMa-HE SAID:THAT‘HE_WASVGREATLV
ENCOURAGED, IN PARTICULAR IN COMPARISON WITH VIETNAM, BY 3
PATRIOTISM EVIDENCED QN ALL- SIDES' AND BY 'PREVAILING PHILOSORHY

SoLpSTION WITH MINIMUM OF EXTERNALI ASSISTANCE. HE SATD: A
DOLLAR SPENT7INTCAMBDDIA SHOULD GOLMOREITHAN'TWICE&AsjEAR

LaDD: HE IS_IMPRESSEO_BY_EXTENT*?O¢WHICHaTHISnHASiBECOME:A
PEOPLE'S WARo HE BELIEVES, AS‘DQAI.’ngHAT‘wEf_w o
ﬁUST'PROVLDE?EEONOMIc-AgSISTANCEwaTH:ASnggH MULTILATERAL:
cOLORATION‘AS'POSSIBLE?ANDJAS,SOON-AS'PDSSIBLE@QHE?SAID?

THAT ON HIS RETURN To

- EXTEND EcoNomrcfgsSISTAch-To.cAMBoolAa.Noi,As»somerQEONomicéLuv

JUSTIFIED EXPENDITURE BQT'ASgA:PDLETICALGGESTURE“TO'A}COUNTRY‘
WHICH I8 DEEEND&NG‘ITSELFfVAL{ANTL#'ﬁGAINST'AN~AGGRESSORﬁ

bo NEIGHING'AGAINST'ANYVOPTIMISMABOUT*THEQEUTUREHHERE
@RE.NUMBEROUS»NEGATIVﬁsEACTDRSS VC/NVA DISCIPLENE -AND: .
DEDICATIONS VULNERABILITY OF: ECONOMY AND:CQHMUNICATIQNnRQUTES

TO HARASSMENT) SUSCEPTIBILer'0F+UR8ANTCENTE88jTD,;LLSWOF:
INFLATION AND WAR WEARINESS AND ENDEMIC. BUREAUCRATTC: -
INEFFICIENCY. BUT AFTER BRIEF EXPDSURE‘I"FULLY_SHARE"SIR ROBERTts:
APPRASIALVTHAT*THEVF:GHT1N6=SPIRIT;AND.REsogUTION,OFfergaaovsﬂw=
MENT AND ITS: SUPPORTERS ARE IMPORTANT FAVORABLE FACTORS IN THE
EQUATION. A ,

SWANK: g

’

' NOT TO B REPRODUCED V' THOUT T ; R0FF20RE04 3EAO0DI3-25 £ Cp £ 7 ARy
i Approved FegRelease 2669@#}?; 1?: B&Zﬁdﬁ’@dﬂ@fi '

o7



